Successful treatment of TIPS-induced hepatic failure with an hourglass stent-graft: a simple new technique for reducing shunt flow.
A simple new technique for creating an hourglass reducing stent-graft by means of targeted balloon expansion of each end of a commercially available device is presented. A 67-year-old man with progressive hepatic failure after TIPS creation was treated. A 48-mm-long Jostent stent-graft was placed inside the TIPS through a 10-F introducer and fully expanded only at the proximal and distal ends, resulting in an hourglass shape. Immediate increase of portal pressure was achieved, followed by complete clinical recovery. Advantages of covered versus bare reducing stents are discussed.